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BURMANNIA CHAMPI 0 N 1 I THW.—AN ADDITION TO THE FLORA OF 
THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 


During a botanical exploration trip to 
Great Nicobar Island in June 197,) ~'a rare 
saprophytic herb was collected along stream- 
sides in partially shaded humus covered 
soil in dense inland hill forests. On further 
study this was found to be Burmannia 
championii Thw., a new addition to the 
flora of the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
The family Burmanniaceae itself is a new 
record for Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
The species is described below with illustra¬ 
tions. 

Burmannia championii Thw. Enum. PI. 

Zeyl, 325. 1864; Jonker, Monogr. 138. 

1938 et in FI. Males. I, 4: 17, f. 6. 1948 ; 

Backer & Bakh. f. FI. Java 3: 213. 1968. 

Saprophytic rhizomatous herb, 6-12 cm, 
completely white; rhizome subglobose to 
oblong, 6-12 mm long, 3-5 mm thick, beset 
with several spirally arranged subulate j- 
0.5 mm long, scales in axils of short trans¬ 
verse grooves, terminally crowned with seve¬ 
ral imbricate 2-4 mm long, ovate to linear- 
lanceolate scales in a rosettee, from the 
middle of which the stem arises; stem 
simple, slender, terete. Leaves spiraUy 
arranged, scale-like, white, hyaline, lan¬ 
ceolate to oblong, amplexicaul at base, 
acute at apex, convex, appressed to stem by 
margins, 3-4 mm long. Inflorescence capi¬ 
tate, terminal, condensed' cymes, 3-8 flow¬ 
ered ; bracts several, linear-lanceolate to 
ovate-1 anceola.e, acute, 4-5 mm long, 1-4 


Date of receipt: 30.9,77. Date of acceptance 1 17,12.77 


mm wide, hyaline. Flowers white with 
yellowish perianth segments, erect to patent, 
crowded, subsessile, subtended by one or 
more bracts, 6-12 mm long. Perianth tu¬ 
bular, 3-ribbed outside with 3 faint ribs 
in between, outer perianth lobes 3, ovate, 
triangular with incurved winglike flaps on 
inner side along each margin, fleshy-papil¬ 
lose inside; inner perianth lobes 3, attached 
to perianth tube at apex between the outer 
lobes, ovate-obtuse, recurved, convex inside, 
± 1 mm long, papillose hairy at margins. 
Anthers 3, inserted on the perianth tube 
below the inner segments, sessile; connec¬ 
tive obfong, obtusely conical apiculate at 
apex. Ovary ellipsoid oblong, adnate to 
perianth-tube, 3-ceIled, 2-3 mm; ovules 
many on axile placenta; style erect thickly 
filiform, 4-5 mm long; stigma 3-lobed, each 
lobe thick funnel-shaped. Capsule dehisc¬ 
ing irregularly; seeds many, ovoid, dark 
brown. 

Occurs in dense evergreen hill forests on 
humus covered soil in partially shaded 
moist places, especially near streams ; flower¬ 
ing and fruiting during June to August. 

Specimens examined.: Great Nicobar: On 
path to Shompen Village from 36.8 km 
on East-West Road, ± 75 m, 17 June, 1977, 
Balakrishnan 5815 (PBL). 

Distribution : Ceylon, Malaysia, Java, 
Borneo, New Guinea, S. China and Japan. 
A new record for India. 

N. P. Balakrishnan 
Botanical Survey of India, Pott Blair 
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Burmannia rhampionii Thw. 

Figs. 1-10: I. Habit. 2. Portion of stem with leaf. 3. & 4. Bracts. 5. Perianth split open with anthers and 
inner perianth lobes. 6. Outer perianth lobe—inner view. 7. Inner perianth lobes. 8. Stamen 9 Stvl,- ,,,,.1 

stigmatic lobes. 10. T.S. of ovary. ' ‘ -- 




